
CRW 4311 
Poetic Forms 

Fall 2012  Tuesday/Thursday 11:00-12:20 BU 112 
(3 credits) 

 
Professor Becka McKay 
Office: CU 320/DW 303L  (Davie) 
Office Hours: Tuesday 5:00 ² 7:00 (Davie) Monday & Wednesday 12:00 ² 2:00 (Boca) and by appointment 
E-mail: rmckay3@fau.edu 
 
Student Behavior Regulations 
I. The president or approved designee shall have the authority to order any student to cease and desist any activity 
ZKLFK�LQ�WKH�SUHVLGHQW·V�RU�GHVLJQHH·V�MXGJPHQW�GLVUXSWV�WKH�RUGHUO\�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�institution. 
 
II. Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a serious breach of the academic honor code and is a form of theft. It means presenting 

the work of someone else as if it were your own³that is, without properly acknowledging the source. Consequences: ���)�D�L�O�L�Q�J���J�U�D�G�H

with special notation on transcript; upon second offense, expulsion.  Please consult me if you are not  SU 133 
(561.297.3880), in Davie �² LA 240 (954.236.1222), in Jupiter �² SR 117 (561.799.8585), or at Treasure Coast �² JU 312 

(772.873.3441), and follow all OSD procedures. ��
 
Required texts (available at the campus bookstore) 

�x Rhyming Poems (Baer) 
�x The Making of a Poem (Strand & Boland) 
�x An Exaltation of Forms (Finch & Varnes) 

 
Course description  
Poetry, like any art form, is meant to transform ³to change the way we think about and experience the 
world . 

We must transform language so that it can transform us.  When we write poetry, we use rhythm, 
musicality, imagery, and other poetic devices to create that essential, transformative language. Writing 
poetry in form ³both traditional and untraditional ³often requires us to use our imaginations and push 
ourselves creatively in ways we might not have otherwise done . In this course we will explore how to use 
form to create well-crafted poems. I hope that throughout the semester you will keep coming back to the 
question of transformation when you evaluate both your own work and the work of your classmates.  
 
Requirements 
the key to any successful workshop is being respectful and constructive with your critiques as well as 
being open to receiving constructive criticism . 

 
 
Grades  
Grading breaks down like this: 
Class participation ( includes attendance and presentations)   40% 
Final portfolio      60% 
 

 





Schedule (This schedule is subject to change. Please come  prepared to discuss the reading listed for that day.) 
 
August 21: Introductions. What is poetic form?  
August 23: Meter and scansion; the elements of poetry (handout).  
 
August 28: More on meter: Finch & Varnes pp.39-51, and some thoughts on rhyme.  
August 30: Introduction to the sonnet: Strand & Boland pp. xiii ± xxix, 55-72;  Finch & Varnes pp. 297-301. 
Presenters: ________________________ 
 
September 4: Your sonnets. 
September 6: Introduction to the villanelle: Strand & Boland pp. 5-20; Finch & Varnes pp.314-324.  
Presenters: ________________________ 

 

September 11: Your villanelles. 
September 13: Introduction to the pantoum: Strand & Boland pp. 43-54; Finch & Varnes pp. 254-261. 
Presenters: ________________________ 

 

September 18: Your pantoums. 
September 20: Introduction to the sestina: Strand & Boland pp. 21-41; Finch & Varnes pp. 290-296.  

Presenters: ________________________ 

 

September 25: Your sestinas. 
September 27: Introduction to the ghazal: Finch & Varnes pp. 210-216 and handout. 
Presenters: ________________________ 
 

October 2: Your ghazals. Introduction to terza rima. Finch & Varnes pp. 116-121 and handout. 
Presenters: ________________________ 

October 4: NO CLASS (I’ll be at a conference) 

 

October 9: Your terza rimas. 
October 11: Introduction to odes: Strand & Boland pp. 240-254 and handout. 
Presenters: ________________________ 

 

October 16: Your odes. 
October 18: Introduction to elegies and epithalamiums: Strand & Boland pp. 167-168, 172 (Jonson), 180-183 
(Gray), 187-190 (Ransom and Auden) and handout. 
Presenters (3): ________________________ 

 

October 23: Your elegies and epithalamiums. 
October 25: Introduction to experimentation, part 1: the found poem (handout). 
 

October 30: Your found poetry. 
November 1: Introduction to experimentation, part 2: aleatory poetry. Finch & Barnes pp. 385-390 and handout.  
 

November 6: Your aleatory poems. 
November 8: Introduction to experimentation, part 3: Your turn (handout). 
 
November 13: Your poems (your form of choice) 
November 15: Your poems (your form of choice) 

November 20: Discussing revisions (handout) 
November 22: NO CLASS (Thanksgiving) 

 

November 27:Discussing revisions  
November 29: Portfolios due! 

Our class exam period is Tuesday, December 4 at 10:30 a.m. 


