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AML 4611 
HONORS AFROFUTURISM   

T/TH 2:00 – 3:20 P.M. 
SR 279 
3 credits 

 
Fall 2023 

Dr. Sondra Bickham Washington 
Office: SR 230 

Office hours: By appointment, TH 1–3 p.m. 
Telephone: 561-799-8818 

Email: swashington@fau.edu  
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NOTICE: One of the objectives of this course is to facilitate critical thinking and debate around topics, theories, and 
concepts where disagreement is not only anticipated, but encouraged. The ability to think critically, express your ideas 
clearly, and respond to the professor and other students civilly are the keystones of the academic experience. In this 
course, the professor will provide instruction in an objective manner and will remain open to a wide variety of viewpoints, 
so long as those viewpoints are evidence-based and presented in a respectful way. During class, the professor may take 
positions and make statements for the sole purpose of accomplishing an academic objective or enhancing the learning 
environment. Additionally, the adoption of class materials for this course does not imply an endorsement of the full 
content of those materials or the positions of the authors of those materials. Often the professor will provide materials as a 
point of departure for critical thinking and debate. Students should keep in mind that the ideas presented or discussed 
during class may not necessarily reflect the professor’s personal beliefs or opinions on the subject matter. 

�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý�ý ======= 
 

UNCHAINED IMAGINATIONS: PERSPECTIVES, POSSIBILITIES, 
 & PROGRESS IN AFROFUTURISM  

 

“If you see the future, ask it if I’m there.” — Maxwell, “Help Somebody” 

Required Books
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alternate realities and futures for African American and African peoples. This honors course offers an 
in-depth exploration of Afrofuturism, its historical context, and a variety of authors and scholars 
contributing to its current progression and myriad manifestations. As we engage this literature and 
scholarship, students will work both individually, composing traditional academic scholarship, and 
collectively, creating a podcast episode, which may be featured on the WHC OwlLit podcast. I will 
deliver this class in-person, as scheduled. No lesson is intended to espouse, promote, advance, inculcate, 
or compel a particular feeling, perception, viewpoint, or belief. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the semester, 
· You will be able to critically read, analyze, and engage Afrofuturistic literature and academic 

scholarship. 
· You will be able to create, record, and publish a podcast using Audacity. 
· You will demonstrate an understanding of the relevance of both traditional academic and public-

facing scholarship. 
· You will demonstrate correctness in the written conventions of the university discourse community, 

including grammar, punctuation, mechanics, usage, and basic citation and paper formatting. 

Course Evaluation Method 
The following table lists all assignments and their percentage values.  Required assignments that carry 
no point values must be completed in order for you to receive full credit for the unit and the course. 
 

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE PERCENTAGE 
Exploratory Prompt and Discussion Leadership Once during 

semester 
20% 

Critical Analysis Essay Sat., Nov. 12 
@ 8 p.m. 

30% 

Abstract, Outline, and Abstract Workshop TBD 15% 
Final Project – Podcast Episode and Elements Dec. 13 

1:15-3:45p.m. 
20% 

Final Presentation Dec. 13 10% 
Class Participation Throughout semester 5% 

TOTAL   100% 

Note on Honors Distinction 
This Honors course differs from a non-Honors course in the work and intellectual demands it places on 
students. In addition to the textbook readings, students will read articles published by professional 
scholars in peer-reviewed journals, and are expected to think critically about the debates within the field.   

Policy on Makeup Tests, Late Work, and Incompletes  
Late work will not be accepted without penalty unless you make arrangements with the professor for an 
extension prior to the due date. Otherwise, 10 points will be deducted from your final grade on the 
assignment for each day the assignment is late. (This applies to both formal papers and informal 
writing.) Late work will not be accepted after three late days. Students will not be penalized for 
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absences due to illness or participation in university-approved activities. See the attendance policy 
below. Reasonable accommodation will also be made for students participating in a religious 
observance. Grades of Incomplete (“I”) are reserved for students who are passing a course but have not 
completed all the required work because of exceptional circumstances. 

Course Grading Scale 
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activities. It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absences 
and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled 
class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the 
opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct 
result of such absence. 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) Center 
Life as a university student can be challenging physically, mentally and emotionally. Students who find 
stress negatively affecting their ability to achieve academic or personal goals may wish to consider 
utilizing FAU’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) Center. CAPS provides FAU students a 
range of services – individual counseling, support meetings, and psychiatric services, to name a few – 
offered to help improve and maintain emotional well-being. For more information, go to 
http://www.fau.edu/counseling/  

Disability Policy 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA), students who 
require reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register 
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�” Math Learning Center 
�” Office of Information Technology Helpdesk 
�” Office of International Programs and Study Abroad 
�” Office of Undergraduate Research and Inquiry 
�” Student Accessibility Services 
�” University Center for Excellence in Writing

 
 

Course Assignments 
 

Exploratory Prompt and Discussion Leadership 
One very important element of writing strong literary research papers is the ability to interrogate and 
contextualize texts 
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Any sources used, including the original text, must be cited on a separate works cited page. Your essay 
will be graded based on the depth of your ideas, use of appropriate and 
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Class Schedule 
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13 

 
Nov. 17 

 
In-class Essay Work Session 

LITERARY ANALYSIS ESSAY DUE – Sat., Nov. 19 @ 8 p.m. 
 

14 
Nov. 22 
 
Nov. 24 

In-class Podcast Work Session 
 


