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beyond  reproach.  Be  the  “go  to”  person.  Be  a  problem  solver.  Be  confident.  Be  an  
ambassador  for  good.  Be  genuine.  Be  humble.  Be  compassionate.  Be  the  best  that  you  
can  be  even  when  no  one  but  you  is  watching.  And  be  proud  of  yourself.  

To  be  truly  happy,  you  have  to  be  doing  something  you  not  only  enjoy,  but  you  admire.  



  
Earlier  this  year,  my  student  came  to  me  after  running  an  experiment  and  saying  in  
embarrassment,  “I  think  something  went  wrong,”  but  then  when  we  looked  at  the  data  
together,  we  realized  that  the  result  was  just  unexpected  (not  wrong),  and  we  have  
inadvertently  opened  a  new  door  to  discovery,  which  led  to  another  grant  and  another  
publication.  When  the  infectious  wonder  and  curiosity  lead  to  a  breakthrough,  we  all  
learn  something  new  and  society  is  better  for  it.  So  get  off  your  high  horse  and  give  as  
much  of  yourself  as  you  can  to  undergraduate  research.  It  will  make  you  a  better  
teacher,  a  better  researcher,  a  better  student,  and  a  better  person.  
  
So  what  I’m  saying  is  that  students  should  not  merely  pay  tuition  just  to  sleep  in  class.  
And  faculty  should  not  be  paid  to  just  stand  in  front  of  the  room  and  talk  for  an  hour  
and  20  minutes.  Let’s  expand  the  classroom  and  create  opportunities  for  real  learning  
through  undergraduate  research.  Together  we  can  make  FAU  the  greatest  institution  in  
the  world  –  just  like  I  said  when  I  first  joined  this  place  to  start  my  dream  job  11  years  
ago.    
  
Faculty,  students,  staff,  and  family  members…  inspire  each  other,  let  the  light  in  you  
shine  brightly,  and  if  we  do  it  together,  instead  of  being  dim  individual  points  of  light  
we  can  amplify  our  brightness  and  illuminate  the  sky,  so  that  our  light  will  be  seen  
much  farther  away  than  it  is  right  now.    
  
Live  to  learn,  love  what  you  do,  and  Go  OWLs!  

  
  

	
  


