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As  I  was  preparing  for  my  speech,  I  came  across  Dr.  Walter  Courtenay’s  Distinguished  
Teacher  of  the  Year  speech  in  1973.  In  his  speech,  Dr.  Courtenay  mentioned  an  
inscription  made  by  someone  on  wet  concrete  on  a  piece  of  sidewalk  at  the  north  end  of  
the  Administration  Building.  The  inscription  read  “And  where  will  FAU  be  the  day  
after  tomorrow?”  Although  the  intentions  of  the  person  who  made  the  inscription  were  
not  clear,  I  was  completely  absorbed  by  the  power  of  this  question  as  this  question  is  
always  appropriate;  it  was  appropriate  when  it  was  asked  42  years  ago,  it  is  appropriate  
now,  and  it  will  be  appropriate  42  years  from  now.  The  question  challenges  us  to  
constantly  improve,  provide  a  better  education  to  our  students  





being  able  to  successfully  recite  the  alphabet  in  reverse  is  far  less  important  than  
experiencing  the  struggle  itself.  It’s  the  intellectual  struggle  that  promotes  higher-‐‑order  



compete.  To  do  this,  we  must  think  outside  the  box  ourselves,  and  with  tight  resources  
develop  creative  ways  of  promoting  higher-‐‑order  thinking  skills  in  our  students.  There  
is  no  better  way  to  promote  the  brand  of  FAU  than  to  produce  graduates  that  are  
trained  to  be  professionally,  intellectually  and  technically  superb.    

Finally,  I  wish  to  conclude  with  a  q  quote  from  President  John  F.  Kennedy,  who  said  
“The  only  reason  to  give  a  speech  is  to  change  the  world.”  When  I  read  the  quote,  my  
first  impression  was  that  it  conveyed  an  incredible  level  of  confidence,  a  quality  of  
dedication  to  one’s  beliefs  and  a  passion  to  create  positive  change.  But  as  university  
educators,  we  also  have  the  opportunity  to  change  the  world  by  performing  research  
that  advances  the  state  of  the  art  and  by  designing  and  delivering  lectures  that  inspire  
students  to  do  more,  learn  more  and  be  better.  At  FAU  we  are  in  a  “race  to  excellence”  
and  the  best  is  yet  to  come.  Our  faculty  and  students  are  helping  create  small  devices  
for  point-‐‑of-‐‑care  testing  that  can  quickly  and  economically  detect  tiny  amounts  of  
bacteria  in  blood,  devise  medical  breakthroughs  to  help  wounded  soldiers  heal  faster  
and  grow  new  tissue  to  replace  the  damaged  tissue,  create  prosthetic  arms  that  will  take  


