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BELIEVE 

Believe in yourself.  Surround yourself by those who believe in you. Believe in others. 

 
Thank  you,  Provost  Alperin.    Trustee  Stilley,  President  Saunders,  Vice  Presidents,  
Deans,  Professors,  honored  students  and  faculty,  family,  friends  and  colleagues.  We  are  
fortunate  today  to  witness  the  !"#$%&'(&%)#&"#$%*  at  Florida  Atlantic  University.  Please  join  
me  in  another  well  deserved  round  of  applause  for  all  the  honorees.      
  
Thank  you  for  this  award,  which  I  accept  on  behalf  of  all  the  great  teachers  at  FAU  and  
the  special  teachers  and  mentors  who  believed  in  me,  especially  when  I  did  not  believe  
in  myself.  To  Dr.  Anne  E.  Mulder,  who  has  mentored  and  believed  in  me  for  over  20  
years,  thank  you  for  modeling  the  way.  You  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  the  greatest  
teacher  I  have  had  the  privilege  to  know.  To  the  University  and  College  Distinguished  
Teacher  of  the  Year  Committees,  I  applaud  your  professionalism  and  thank  you  for  this  
honor.  And,  most  importantly,  to  current  and  former  students  who  have  given  me  the  
privilege  of  helping  to  guide  your  learning  journey.  You  -­‐‑  my  students  and  graduates  -­‐‑  
are  the  reason  I  am  here.  
  
My  message  today  is  simple.  Believe.  Believe  in  yourself.  Surround  yourself  with  
people  who  believe  in  you.  Believe  in  others.  Today’s  winners  illustrate  the  power  of  
believing.  
&
Think  about  famous  people  who  have  overcome  adversity  to  be  successful.  Like  J.  K.  
Rowling,  author  of  the  Harry  Potter  series.  Perhaps  you  know  about  her  “rags  to  riches”  
story.  She  once  said  that  seven  years  after  her  university  graduation  she  was  the  biggest  
failure  she  knew.  She  progressed  from  living  on  benefits  while  raising  a  child  on  her  
own  as  she  struggled  through  rejection,  a  divorce  and  depression  to  being  a  successful  
author  with  an  estimated  worth  of  one  billion  dollars.  Not  bad  for  an  English  major,  eh?  
What  happened?  She  knew  she  wanted  to  be  a  writer.  When  life  gave  her  lemons  she  
made  lemonade.  She  picked  herself  up,  dusted  herself  off,  and  kept  pursuing  her  
dream.  (+,-.  she  went  to  graduate  school!)  She  credits  some  of  her  success  to  Sean  



	
  

Harris,  her  best  friend,  who  believed  in  her…  and  told  her  so  over  and  over  again…  
especially  as  she  faced  rejection  on  a  number  of  fronts.  

Do  we  have  any  Shaquille  O’Neal  fans  here?  Most  of  us  don’t  think  that  anyone  leaving  
Louisiana  State  University  in  1992  during  his  junior  year  for  a  40  million  dollar  contract  
with  the  NBA  Orlando  Magic  is  anything  short  of  major  league  success!  But,  did  you  
know  that  Shaq  made  a  promise  to  his  mother,  Lucille,  that  he  would  finish  his  college  
education?  He  honored  his  promise.  Six  years  later  Shaq  finished  his  last  term  paper  in  



	
  

faculty  who  believed  in  them  and  never  gave  up  on  them.  They  perform  better  in  the  
classroom  and  are  less  likely  to  drop  out  when  they  know  faculty  believe  in  them  and  
want  them  to  succeed.  
  
Recently,  one  of  my  doctoral  students  came  to  me  with  news  that  he  may  have  to  drop  
out  of  the  program.  He  works  full  time  as  a  community  college  administrator  and  was  
caring  for  his  mother  who  was  dying  of  cancer.  He  is  an  only  child.  He  needed  one  
course  that  I  teach;  a  course  offered  only  every  other  year.  My  advisees  know  that  one  
of  my  rules  is  to  take  the  classes  when  they  are  offered  on  our  rotation.  But  what  
happens  when  life  gets  in  the  way  of  this  rule?  In  this  case,  the  answer  was  simple.  
/0#12&%)#&034#5  Accommodations  were  made.  His  mother  passed  away  the  third  week  of  
the  class.  The  fourth  week  this  brilliant  student  joined  our  Saturday  class  with  
compassionate  student  colleagues  embracing  his  retu



	
  

demands  of  evening  and  Saturday  classes,  write  


