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Review Team and FAU contacts 

 
The Jewish Studies Program review team visited FAU on February 10-12, 2019 and included 
Drs. Judith Baskin (University of Oregon), David Shneer (University of Colorado, Boulder), and 
William O’Brien (FAU Honors College).  
 
The review team met with the following individuals during the visit to the Boca Raton Campus: 
Dr. Russell Ivy, Sr. Associate Provost for Academic Affairs; Dr. Edward Pratt, Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies; Dr. Linda Johnson, Director of the Program in Jewish Studies and 
Associate Dean of the College of Arts & Letters; Dr. Karin Scarpinato, Executive Associate Vice 
President for Research; Dr. Michael Horswell, Dean of the College of Arts & Letters; Laurie 
Carney, Sr. Director of Development and Outreach; the Jewish Studies core faculty: Professor 
Alan Berger, who occupies the Raddock Family Eminent Scholar Chair for Holocaust Studies 
and directs the Center for the Study of Values and Violence After Auschwitz, Professor Miriam 
Dalin, and Associate Professor Kristen Lindbeck; and five undergraduate students majoring in 
Jewish Studies. 
 

Program Overview and Its Strengths 
 
The Jewish Studies Program (JST) educates students about Jewish history and culture and its 
ongoing major role in the emergence and development of Western civilization. Students in the 
program are expected to develop as critical thinkers, aware of the diversity and complexity of 
the field. The program promotes a broad and comprehensive approach to JST that includes the 
arts, politics, and religion with a curriculum that emphasizes historical transformations and 
comparative frameworks among various Jewish communities and relationships with other 
groups. It enables students to develop a deeper understanding of American and world Jewry 
while training for opportunities for Jewish public service. The core faculty’s research productivity 
is impressive, suggesting that students benefit significantly from the high level of faculty 
expertise in their fi�e r nn e heheh

h fhih c䘀 sae in having scholarship funds available for its

 
students, including incoming freshmen as well as upperclassmen. 
 
Engaging with the large and vital South Florida Jewish community and also segments of the 
non-Jewish community, the JST faculty supports the University’s commitment to building 
international, cross-cultural competence while fostering inclusiveness and promoting mutual 
understanding. 
 
An FAU undergraduate degree in JST emphasizes knowledge and awareness of:  

1. Jewish history from the Hebrew Bible to the present 
2. The diversity of Jewish texts and their relationship to social and historical contexts 
3. The diversity of Jewish cultures and traditions 

1 



4.  �The modern Hebrew language 
 
The program offers a major (35 credits) and a recently-approved minor (18 creditan 
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reading. They also noted that the benefits of Hebrew study for JST majors can be limited by the 
mix of student language abilities in a given classroom. They report that instructors tend to teach 
to students at the lowest skill level, rendering the experience redundant and frustrating to 
students with greater prior exposure to Hebrew. Such issues are not limited to FAU but are 
commonly observed in university Hebrew instruction. While offering Hebrew is justifiable, the 
review team notes that other institutions offer a range of options for the Jewish studies language 
requirement. JST at the University of Colorado (CU), Boulder, for instance, has a three-year 
language requirement, but it can be taken in any language (recognizing the diversity of Jewish 
languages) as long as the student uses that language in the capstone project, done 
independently under the direction of a faculty member, a requirement that FAU JST may mn
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https://biblicalhebrew.huji.ac.il/
https://overseas.huji.ac.il/academics/hebrew-and-other-languages/study-hebrew-language-at-the-hebrew-university-of-jerusalem/summer-programs/
https://overseas.huji.ac.il/academics/hebrew-and-other-languages/study-hebrew-language-at-the-hebrew-university-of-jerusalem/summer-programs/
https://international.tau.ac.il/Intensive_Hebrew_Ulpan
https://international.tau.ac.il/Intensive_Hebrew_Ulpan
https://judaic.unl.edu/summer-programs-us
https://ingeveb.org/pedagogy/yiddish-summer-2019




available for General Education credit. This action would bring more students into JST courses 
early in their academic careers, enhancing the JST service contribution to FAU while potentially 
attracting larger numbers of students to the major and minor. For similar reasons, there should 
be a General Education Holocaust course taught at the 2000-level. Other courses might also be 
candidates for lower-level designation, including JST 3102 Jewish Literature Through the 
Centuries, JST 3513 Jewish Wisdom: An Introduction to Classical Jewish Thought, JST 4510 
Women and Judaism, JST 4415 American Jewish History, and JST 4415 History of Zionism and 
the State of Israel.  Additionally, some courses that remain at the upper levels could be revised 
as Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC). Some thought should also be given to the creation of a 
1000-level “Introduction to Judaism” course. The program should consider hiring qualified 
adjuncts to teach some of these Gen Ed courses. In addition, the graduate seminar taught by 
the Raddock Chair might be better sustained by offering it as an upper division 
undergraduate/graduate course. Since the program does not have graduate students, it would 
provide an opportunity for JST majors to experience the course and the Raddock Chair’s 
teaching in a small seminar setting. 
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should be video recorded and then posted to the website. This approach allows people not able 
to attend the event the opportunity to see what took place and perhaps more importantly is a 
resource to show off all of the great events FAU’s JST program has brought to campus. 
 
6. How could the role of the Eminent Fa






