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Curriculum Vitae 
mannr@fau.edu 

&
2!3,45563789&2356:6375&;49<&
Associate Professor of English, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL.  Spring 2021-present. 
Assistant Professor of English, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL.  Fall 2020-Spring 2021. 
Assistant Professor of English, Grand Valley State University, Allendale, MI.  Fall 2016-Winter 2020. 
Assistant Professor of English, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL.  Fall 2013-Spring 2016. 
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University of California, Riverside, Riverside, CA.  Ph. D in English.  June 2013. 
University of California, Riverside, Riverside, CA.  M.A. in English.  June 2009. 
Clark Atlanta University, Atlanta, GA.  B.A. in English summa cum laude.  May 2007. 
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Research Stipend Award, FAU College of Arts and Letters Diversity and Inclusion Committee, Spring 2022 
Book Publication Subvention Grant, GVSU Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence, Fall 2017 
McKnight Junior Faculty Fellowship, Florida Education Fund, 2015-16 
College Advisory Board Faculty Research Award, Florida Atlantic University, Fall 2014 
Southern American Studies Association Critoph Prize, Honorable Mention, August 2013  
Chancellor’s Distinguished Fellowship Award, UC Riverside, 2007-08; 2008-9; 2009-10; 2010-11; 2011-12 
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“When Madness Makes Sense in Early Black Women’s Drama.”  Virtual Symposium: Gender Politics in the 
Americas. Sponsored by the Study of the Americas Initiative at Florida Atlantic University.  April 22, 2022. 
 
“The Swiftness Black Women Know.”  (Two panels) Trauma, Tresses, and Truth: A Natural Hair 
Conference.  Virtual. August 7-8, 2021. 
&
“To No One But Ourselves: When Madness Makes Sense in Early Black Women’s Drama.”  Annual 
Meeting of the American Studies Association: Creativity Within Revolt, Baltimore, MD, November 12-15, 
2020.  (Postponed Due to COVID-19) 
    
“Showcasing Her ‘Private Parts’: Madness and Desire in Neo-slave Narrative.” Seminar on Racialized 
Genders at Dissent: 6th Biennial Conference of C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, 
Virtual, October 25, 2020. 
 
“When Madness Makes Sense: Mobility in Contemporary African American Literature and Performance.”  
104th Annual Meeting of The Association for the Study of African American Life and History.  North 
Charleston, South Carolina, October 2-6, 2019. 
 
“Making Waves” in the African Diaspora (Co-Facilitated with Dr. Sherry Johnson), Multi-Session 
Convening of a Faculty Teaching and Learning Community on Undercurrents of Power: Aquatic Culture in 
the African Diaspora, Grand Valley State University, Academic Year 2019-2020. 
 
Roundtable on “Temporalities of Disability.”  The 134th Modern Language Association Annual Convention: 
Chicago, Illinois, January 3-6, 2019.     
 
“‘Crazy’ for Abolition: A Theory of Emergent Black Womanhood.”  Annual Meeting of the American 
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“Murder and the Death-Bound Subject: Renegotiating the Death Contract in The Third Life of Grange 
Copeland.” (Dis)junctions Conference, UC Riverside, April 3, 2009. 
“‘Be a Man If You Can, Stan’: Racial and Gender Performativity in Charles Burnett’s Killer of Sheep.” 
Graduate School of North American Studies, Free University, Berlin, Germany, June 27-28, 2008. 
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Featured Speaker on Harriet Jacobs, “Writers & Confinement” Interview Series, www.keenannorris.com, 
Summer 2020 
 
“Resistance Reimagined: The Role of African American Literature in Activism” (Book Talk Facilitated by 
Bookshop Owner and Curator, Kendra McNeil), Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids, MI, February 
16, 2020.   
 
“Slavery and the American Dream” (Co-Facilitated with Dr. Sherry Johnson), Guest Lecture as part of 
Democracy 101 Programming Sponsored by the Community Service Learning Center, Grand Valley State 
University, February 12, 2020. 
 
Featured Speaker on American Beauty Podcast (Episodes 2.2 and 2.3) Fall 2018 
 
“Racialized Violence in America from the Nineteenth-Century to the Present: A Dialogue between Ida B. 
Wells and Jeff Chang,” Guest Lecture in “We Gon’ Be Alright: Social Justice in the Age of Re-Segregation,” 
Grand Valley State University, October 9, 2017. 
 
“Abandoned Margins: Policing the Black Female Body” (Panel Discussion), Urban Institute for the 
Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI, March 17, 2017. 
 
“Deploying the Digital Schomburg,” Digital Humanities and Social Justice Workshop and Lecture Series, 
Florida Atlantic University, April 6, 2015. 
 
“Alone in the Mouth of the Dragon”: Race, Russia, and Black Feminist Discourse,” Center for Body, Mind, 
and Culture Colloquia Series, Florida Atlantic University, September 24, 2014. 
 
“Theorizing Freedom as an Economy of Violence in Harriet Wilson’s Our Nig,” English Department 
Colloquium, Florida Atlantic University, March 24, 2014. 
 
“Forever Perverse, Queer, Askew”: Slavery and Resistance in African American Studies, EGSS Conference 
Keynote Address, Florida Atlantic University, November 21-22, 2013. 
 
“Race/Spectatorship/Epistemologies of Seeing: A Return to Elizabeth Alexander’s ‘Can you be BLACK and 
look at this?’” Guest Lecture in “Alternative Perspectives to Literature and Culture,” UC Riverside, Spring 
2011. 
&
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Modern Language Association 
American Studies Association 
Association for the Study of African American Life and History 
C19: Society for 19th Century Americanists 
National Women’s Studies Association 
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African American Review’s Joe Weixlmann and Darwin T. Turner Award Committees, Associate Judge, Fall 
2019 and Spring 2021 
National Center for Faculty Development and Diversity, Faculty Success Program, Summer 2019 
Blind Peer Reviewer of a Journal Manuscript, African American Review, September 2018 and January 2019 
Blind Peer Reviewer of a Journal Manuscript, Interdisciplinary Literary Studies: A Journal of Criticism and 
Theory, November 2017 
 
Member, Faculty Senate Committee (formerly Provost’s Joint University Committee) on Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion, Florida Atlantic University, Fall ‘20-present 
Faculty Associate, Peace, Justice and Humans Rights, Florida Atlantic University, Fall ‘20-present 
Member, English Department Graduate Committee, Florida Atlantic University, Fall ’20-present 
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Spanish (reading proficiency) 
 


